1 THETWO CITIES

Dr. Jack Moorman, who
spent many years in
researching the question of
Bible versions, has stated
that the transmission of the
Greek text of the New
Testament is essentially a
"tale of two cities”, viz.,
Antioch and Alexandria.

Dr. Moorman writes:

"Just as surely as the King
James text was woven into
the spiritual life of Antioch in
Syria, so was the modern
versions text in Alexandria.
Today a person must decide
whether he is more
comfortable with a Bible
whose roots go back to one
or the other of these two
cities...certainly Antioch has
by far the most glorious
heritage.”

ANTIOCH: Here was the
springboard for the Gentile
church. It became the center
for Gentile Christians just as
Jerusalem was for the Jews.
"The disciples were called
Christians first at Antioch”
(Acts 11:26) . Antioch was
the center for the outreach of
the apostle Paul and his
missionary journeys. Many of
the disciples also visited
Antioch. Antioch was the
‘heartbeat’ of Christianity.

ALEXANDRIA: The place
where most of the modern
texts and translations
originated, had no such
glory. It is true, however, that
Alexandria became a center
of intellectualism. Such men
as Clement and Origen were
active in this area. It was also
noted as a place where every
deviant sect was
represented. Religious
corruption and false
doctrines were prevalent
including Gnosticism,
Arianism, pagan philosophy,
etc. Alexandria was the place
where the intellectuals of
Christianity were attracted.

2 THE TWO ESSENTIALS

Since God has inspired his
Word has He also preserved
His Word? Has He
preserved it for every
generation?

The Westminster
Confession(1646) states:
"The Scriptures were
immediately inspired of God
and under His singular care
and providence kept pure in
all ages.”

The Bible has the final say in
the matter: 'The words of the
Lord are pure words...Thou
shalt keep them, O Lord,
Thou shalt preserve them
from this generation for ever.’
(Psalm 12: 6.7).

If we accept the Inspiration
of Scripture we must also
accept that every word has
been and will be Preserved
through the ages in the
church. Both together are
essential doctrines.
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